
2018 AWARD WINNING KITCHENS...

www.westerncabinets.com.au
1/9 Sundercombe St, Osborne Park
Phone (08) 9445 2677
www.instagram.com/westerncabinets/

Mon to Fri 9-5pm & Sat 10-1pm

Our 2018 Award Winners, once again shows the commitment 
to great design and quality manufacturing by Western Cabinets.

Winner: 2018 Kitchen and Bathroom Designers Institute
 Designer Medium Kitchens WA
Winner: 2018 Kitchen and Bathroom Designers Institute
 Kitchen Designer of the Year WA

Be Inspired! Visit our Award Winning showroom or 
call to speak with one of our Designers.

by STEVE GRANT

9,6,7,1*�6WLUOLQJ·V�ÀUVW�
straw-bale house, I could 
easily forget the icy winds 
that chased me up the 
coast from Fremantle.

Inside Christian and 
Deepti Wetjen’s striking 
home in Doubleview it’s 
snug and warm, yet there’s 
no heater humming away in 
the background. In fact, it’s 
like this pretty much all year 
round.

“We don’t have heating or 
cooling, just that one fan near 
the kitchen, and sometimes 
we even forget we have that,” 
Mr Wetjen says.

“There’s just those two 
weeks in summer, really, 
when there’s no breeze.”

The use of passive solar 
design, innovative materials 
and sustainability features 
mean the couple have 
virtually wiped out utility 
bills.

“We get payment from the 
• Continued over the page
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Put ‘bill-free’ on 
your Wision list

C O C K B U R N  C I T Y      H E R A L DP E R T H     V O I C E
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“All solar systems are not the same”

SUPERIOR QUALITY RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL SYSTEMS

We also perform system upgrades and maintenance

Call Alex 0403 902 801

Fremantle Based Solar and Energy Management Specialists

“Alex and his team have been 
fantastic. Great service and 
communication before, during 
and after installation of our PV 
system. Alex is prepared to go 
where others in the industry 
won’t - that extra mile. 
Thanks Alex, it’s been a 
pleasure. We couldn’t be 
happier with our system, it’s 
just pumping in the kw’s, even 
in winter.”
Belinda & Peter 
(on facebook)WWW.SOLVATION.COM.AU

SUSTAINABLE 
DESIGN & BUILDING

THE RIGHT WAY!

2018 HIA WA GREENSMART AWARDS
Finalist - Project Home & Sustainable Home

2017 MBA HEA AWARDS
Finalist – Best Contract Home

2018 MBA HEA AWARDS
)LQDOLVW���(QHUJ\�(IÀ�FLHQF\

2017 HIA NATIONAL & WA 
GREENSMART AWARDS
:LQQHU���:DWHU�(IÀ�FLHQF\

2017 HIA NATIONAL &
WA GREENSMART AWARDS

Winner - Townhouse/Villa Development

2016 HIA NATIONAL GREENSMART AWARDS 
:LQQHU���5HVLGHQWLDO�'HYHORSPHQW��(QHUJ\�	�:DWHU�(IÀ�FLHQF\

2016 HIA WA GREENSMART AWARDS
:LQQHU���5HVLGHQWLDO�'HYHORSHPHQW��(QHUJ\�	�:DWHU�(IÀ�FLHQF\

2016 MBA ECA AWARDS
:LQQHU���(QHUJ\�(IÀ�FLHQF\�	�:DVWH�0DQDJHPHQW

2016 HIA NATIONAL GREENSMART AWARDS 
Winner - Project Home

2016 HIA WA GREENSMART AWARDS
Winner - Project Home

2017 MBA HEA AWARDS
Winner - Waterwise Award

To speak to the builder direct call 9355 0374 or 0421 624 181
or visit www.righthomes.com.au 

Email: admin@righthomes.com.au

5,*+7�+20(6�37<�/7'��_�$%1������������������_��%&�����

Right Homes is an award winning builder committed to creating great property at an 
affordable price. We continually strive to be at the forefront of building homes that 
DUH�VRODU�SDVVLYH��VXVWDLQDEOH�DQG�HQHUJ\�HIÀ�FLHQW�DQG�FRQVWUXFW�HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�

Individual Homes to Unit Developments, including Double Storeys. All current staff at 
Right Homes are Greensmart Professionals and are passionate about demonstrating 
WKDW�HQHUJ\�HIÀ�FLHQF\�DQG�KLJK�VWDU�UDWLQJV�FDQ�EH�DIIRUGDEOH��6SHDN�WR�XV�DERXW�\RXU�

individual design suited to your budget and lifestyle.

NATIONAL AND STATE AWARD WINNER

For the right way to 
sustainable design and 

building, call us now to chat 
about your budget and what 
we can achieve for your lot.

Sunday 16 Sept 2018
Solar Dwellings, a state sponsor of Sustainable House Day invites 

you to this free national event. Learn how to live sustainably 
through good home design & the latest technology. 

Don’t miss the popular bus tour, led by Griff Morris. We will be 
visiting sustainable homes across Perth, some exclusive to the 

tour. Hilton Harvest Community Garden will be hosting a lunch 
(optional) on the day. 

To book: www.charitydos.com.au/do/25186 
For enquiries: email shd@solardwellings.com.au

or call Solar Dwellings on 9444 4400

To discover homes open in your area and to register 
as a visitor, head to sustainablehouseday.com

BUS TOUR
Sun 16 Sept 2018

Time: 9am - 4:30pm 
Bus Ticket Cost: $20

Optional Lunch 
Cost: $15

Stonecraft
Masonry Solutions

Natural Stone Specialist  |  Heritage Property Restoration
Re-Pointing  |  Cracked Wall Repair  |  Monument Restoration

Why Stone? Well why not? For building and landscaping you simply can’t 
do better. Stone is weather proof and long lived. Whether you use it in 
TWUVKE� QT� HQTOCN� FGUKIPU�� KV� UKIPKƒ�GU� IQQF� VCUVG�� +V� TGRTGUGPVU� UVTGPIVJ��
stability and permanence. 

Nick Lukacs  |  Heritage Stonemason  |  0430 221 773
www.stonecraftmasonrysolutions.com | stonecraftnick@hotmail.com

by MOLLY SCHMIDT

IF I ever needed somewhere 
to hide out in wild weather, 
Fremantle’s “Little House” 

would be my pick.
,WV�TXDLQW�QDPH�LV�UHÁHFWLYH�RI�WKH�

home’s olde-world charm but this 
KRXVH�KDV�VXFK�IRUWLWXGH�DQG�VROLGLW\�
LW�ZRXOGQ·W�VR�PXFK�DV�VKDNH�LI�WKH�VN\�
IHOO��

Greg O’Byrne and Alice Turnbull 
bought “the worst house in the best 
street” in 2009, demolished it by hand 
DQG�UHF\FOHG�PXFK�RI�WKH�PDWHULDOV�
WR�PDNH�WKHLU�PDJQLÀFHQW�VXVWDLQDEOH�
home which is tucked in beside 1890s 
cottages on tiny one-way Little Howard 
Street.

Morning sun
Standing in the open-plan living 

space, the morning sun spills through 
WKH�QRUWK�IDFLQJ�ZDOO�ZKLFK�LV�PDGH�
HQWLUHO\�RI�GRXEOH�JOD]HG�JODVV��

,W�IHHOV�DV�LI�WKH�KRPH�LV�
HQFRPSDVVHG�E\�WKH�XSWXUQHG�KXOO�RI�
D�EHDXWLIXO�ZRRGHQ�ERDW�DV�ERDUGV�RI�
golden marri and deep brown jarrah 
PHHW�DW�WKH�URRI·V�KLJK�SHDN��

“Each truss weighs a tonne,” says 
Mr O’Byrne. “It’s a massive, hugely 
KHDY\�URRI�WKDW�WRRN�QLQH�ZHHNV�WR�
EXLOG�DQG�ZLOO�KRSHIXOO\�VWDQG�IRU�WKH�
next 100 years.” 

He says the most important parts 
RI�FUHDWLQJ�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�KRXVH�LV�DLU�
SURRÀQJ�DQG�LQVXODWLQJ�

/LWWOH�+RXVH�KDV�SKHQROLF�IRDP�
board between the limestone walls and 
WKH�URRI�IHDWXUHV�UHIULJHUDWLRQ�SDQHOV�
sitting above lining boards topped with 
tin.

]YLN�6»)`YUL�PU�-YLTHU[SL»Z�¸3P[[SL�/V\ZL¹�¶�H�IPN�LɈVY[�PU�Z\Z[HPUHIPSP.�࠮ �̀�
Photo by Steve Grant

´7KH�URRI�KDV�DQ�DLU�JDS�VR�ZH·YH�
DFWXDOO\�JRW�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�IRUFH�DLU�
through there in summer to exhaust the 
hot air,” he says.

Warm and snug in winter, the house’s 
WKRXJKWIXO�GHVLJQ�PHDQV�LQ�VXPPHU�LWV�
completely shaded.

“Living sustainably is about being 
smart and knowing your environment,” 
says Mr O’Byrne. 

´:H�DUH�ERWK�NHHQ�RQ�FDULQJ�IRU�WKH�

environment and touching the earth 
lightly, not living with a huge impact.”

They’re doing pretty well, 
supplying almost all their own water 
IURP�D�������/�XQGHUJURXQG�ZDWHU�
tank and making enough electricity 
IURP�VRODU�SDQHOV�WR�VHQG����SHU�FHQW�
back to the grid.

0U�2·%\UQH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PDQ\�
KRPHV�RSHQLQJ�XS�IRU�6XVWDLQDEOH�
House Day.

Freo’s bantam beauty

by WADE ZAGLAS

THIS year’s Sustainable Home Expo 
promises to be the biggest and best 
\HW�ZLWK�DSDUWPHQW�OLYLQJ�IHDWXULQJ�

IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�
7KH�HYHQW�LV�SDUW�RI�6XVWDLQDEOH�+RXVH�

Day. 
“It’s is a great opportunity to come and 

learn how to make your own home more 
FRPIRUWDEOH��OLYHDEOH�DQG�FKHDSHU�WR�UXQ�µ�
5HQHZ�FKLHI�H[HFXWLYH�'RQQD�/XFNPDQ�VD\V�

This year’s expo is a collaboration 
between the Fremantle Network and Renew, 
VKRZFDVLQJ�D�UDQJH�RI�SODQV�DQG�EXLOGLQJ�
SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�UHÁHFW�VPDUW��HIÀFLHQW�DQG�HFR�
IULHQGO\�LGHDOV�

+HOG�RYHU�IRXU�GD\V�LQ�)UHR·V�+LJK�6WUHHW�
Mall and properties across the port city, 
WKH�H[SR�ZLOO�NLFN�RII�ZLWK�*UDQG�'HVLJQV�
)UHR�([KLELWLRQ��D�VKRZFDVH�RI��'�UHQGHUV��
GUDZLQJV�DQG�SKRWRV�RI�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�EXLOW��
local sustainable homes.

The Expo will conclude on Sunday 
6HSWHPEHU����ZLWK�6XVWDLQDEOH�+RXVH�'D\�

2QH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�GUDZFDUGV�WKLV�\HDU�
ZLOO�EH�D�WRXU�RI�PD\RU�%UDG�3HWWLWW·V�:KLWH�
*XP�9DOOH\�UHVLGHQFH��D�����V�ÀEUR�KRPH�
purchased by him in 2004.

This smart and sustainable home has been 

KHDYLO\�UHWURÀWWHG�DQG�QRZ�KDV�PXOWLSOH�
rainwater tanks, solar PV and hot water, 
and sustainable native gardens. 

Councillor Rachel Pemberton is heavily 
involved in the expo and is excited about 
WKH�HYHQWV�RQ�RIIHU�

“The event is about providing diversity 
and choice,” she said.

“This year we have 10 trades people 
VLJQHG�XS�WR�DWWHQG�DFURVV�D�UDQJH�RI�
SURIHVVLRQV�µ

´:H�DOVR�KDYH�WKH�SHRSOH�IURP�/LYLQJ�
Smart attending, which is important as 
sustainability is a lot about behaviour 
change.

´%\�FRQVLGHULQJ�HYHQ�WKH�W\SHV�RI�
appliances we use and how we use them, 
we can be more sustainable.”

The expo will be held just weeks 
DIWHU�WKH�/LY�$SDUWPHQW�FRPSOH[�ZDV�
FRPSOHWHG�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�RI�)UHPDQWOH·V�
(DVW�(QG��2IIHULQJ�WZR�DQG�WKUHH�EHG�
apartment living, the new complex is 
the largest development in WA to be 
recognised by Bioregional’s One Planet 
/LYLQJ�IRU�LWV�HQYLURQPHQWDO��ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�
OLIHVW\OH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�

Fremantle Sustainable Home Expo runs 
IURP�6HSWHPEHU��������7R�ÀQG�RXW�PRUH�
or register your interest in an event, go to 
https://sustainablehouseday.com/about-shd/

Packed
expo

• From front page
VRODU�UHEDWH��ZKLFK�RIIVHWV�WKH�
water charges, and there’s just $18 
IRU�D�ERWWOH�RI�JDV�WKDW�ODVWV�DERXW�
two months.”

The Wetjens will be opening 
up Wision House, as they call 
WKHLU�KRPH��IRU�WRXUV�DV�SDUW�RI�
Sustainable House Day on Sunday, 
6HSWHPEHU�����IURP���DP�WR��SP�

Sustainable House Day has 
EHHQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�QHDUO\����\HDUV��
JLYLQJ�WKRXVDQGV�RI�SHRSOH�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�KHDU�GLUHFWO\�IURP�

home builders and renovators 
about what makes their place tick.

,Q������DOPRVW��������SHRSOH�
YLVLWHG�RQH�RI�WKH�����RSHQ�KRPHV�
across Australia, with gold coin 
donations topping $12,000 which 
went to charity.

,W·V�DOO�UXQ�E\�5HQHZ��IRUPHUO\�
the Alternative Technology 
Association or ATA), a non-
SURÀW�WKDW�LQVSLUHV�SHRSOH�WR�OLYH�
sustainably in their homes and 
communities.

Established in 1980, Renew 

provides expert, independent 
advice on sustainable solutions 
IRU�WKH�KRPH�WR�KRXVHKROGV��
government and industry.

Hands-on
But on Sustainable Housing Day 

you’ll just need Mr Wetjen, as he 
was designer and hands-on as the 
three-storey home was built.

It’s actually two homes in 
one, as they rent out the bottom 
ÁRRU��FXUUHQWO\�WR�D�VLQJOH�PXP��

but previously they’ve had their 
parents, a best mate and an aunt as 
tenants.

Mr Wetjen says it’s great to 
IHHO�SDUW�RI�D�PLQL�FRPPXQLW\��
particularly when they can help 
out each other with tasks such as 
childminding, while having help 
NHHSLQJ�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�PRUWJDJH�LV�
the icing on the cake.

6RPH�RI�WKH�NH\�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�
IHDWXUHV�LQFOXGH�WKH�WKLFN�
straw-bale walls which keep 
the temperature even and help 

NHHS�QRLVH�RXW��DQ�XQGHUJURXQG�
UDLQZDWHU�WDQN�WR�ÀOO�WKH�WRLOHW�
until it runs dry in summer, a 
grey-water recycling system that 
irrigates the garden, and German-
built windows that seal to keep out 
GUDIWV�EXW�DOVR�RSHQ�YHUWLFDOO\�RU�
KRUL]RQWDOO\�WR�PDNH�WKH�PRVW�RI�
FRROLQJ�EUHH]HV�LQ�VXPPHU�

7KHUH·V�D�ZKROH�EXQFK�RI�KRXVHV�
RSHQ�WKLV�\HDU��WR�ÀQG�WKH�FORVHVW�
and most interesting near you, 
head to www.sustainablehouseday.
com

Staying bill-free part of the Wision
Sustainable House Day 2018

�WHY[TLU[Z�Z\JO�HZ�[OL�KLSPJPV\ZS`�Z\Z[HPUHISL�3P]�HYL�WHY[�VM�[OL�:\Z[HPUHIPSP[`�,_WV)�࠮
MVY�[OL�ÄYZ[�[PTL�
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